The American Community School 

Mrs. Nada AbiSamra

March 2006

English as a Second Language (ESL)
Second Semester

Dear Parents,


I have enjoyed having your son/daughter as my ESL student this year. The first semester we worked on a major project titled “ESL Country Project” that you can find on the following website: http://eslacs.tripod.com/ with all the rubrics and instructions. The students put a lot of effort into this project and are proud to display their work on the aforementioned web site. For security reasons, though, their last names were removed. This project involved doing research, selecting appropriate information, paraphrasing, summarizing, writing a good introduction and a good conclusion, using transition words, proofreading, peer evaluation, peer editing, self-editing, citing sources, and making good oral presentations using power point and index cards and maintaining good eye contact. 

As for the second semester, we have been working on another major project titled “ESL Story.” The students were asked to write a story of about 4,000 words (16 double-spaced pages) about the topic of their choice. They were allowed to take any ideas from any sources and adapt them so that they would fit their stories. However, they had to mention those sources in a reference section, at the end of the story. This project involves creative writing, reading, “borrowing” ideas and adapting them, citing sources, including narrative elements (mainly the setting, point of view, and plot elements), using figures of speech and sophisticated words (finding synonyms of easy words in the dictionary and using those synonyms), peer evaluation, peer editing, self-editing and, at the end, oral “presentation” of the story.

The students have worked well, so far, on this project. They have actually enjoyed inventing short stories. We haven’t been focusing on language accuracy yet, only on coherence and logical progression of ideas (good flow). Please find, below, all the instructions, due dates, and rubrics.

If you have any questions or concerns about your child, please feel free to email me at nabisamra@acs.edu.lb or to call me at 03-666264.

Sincerely yours,

Nada S. AbiSamra

ESL Teacher

http://nadabs.tripod.com 
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ESL STORY

(The due dates are tentative)
Write a story of about 4,000 words (16 double-spaced pages) about the topic of your choice. You can take any ideas from any source and adapt them so that they fit your story. You will need, though, to mention those sources in a reference section, at the end of the story. Remember, the more figures of speech and sophisticated words (look up synonyms of easy words in the dictionary and use those synonyms) you include in your story, the better.

Stage 1: First draft (due date: March 27)
The initial stage of drafting the story must include a major conflict

Stage 2: General peer evaluation (Peer Evaluation 1 & Peer Evaluation 2). (Week of March 27)
(Each student evaluates 2 stories, and each story is evaluated by 2 students)
Stage 3: Correction based on the peer evaluation (Week of April 3)

Stage 4: Identification of the plot elements and the point of view (Week of April 10)
Then you will have to divide the different sections of your story according to the following plot elements and provide titles for the different chapters:
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Plot Chart: The Traditional Story Plotline




Exposition: introduction that includes the setting—time and place; introduces main characters; provides background information; sets scene; establishes potential for conflict (no action)

2- Rising point: the point at which the exposition ends and the first action begins.

3- Complication or Rising events/action: a series of events that lead to the climax. Characters engage in conflicts; antagonism is heightened.

4- Climax: moment of greatest emotional intensity, the highest point in the story where there is the most suspense, turning point.

5- Falling events/action: immediate consequences of crisis, the events that bring the story to an end.

6- Resolution/Denouement: the conclusion that includes unraveling of tensions; most questions answered; characters left to deal with consequences of conflicts. (no action)

Stage 5: Second peer evaluation (Peer Evaluation 3) (Week of April 25)
After you have divided the different sections according to the aforementioned elements, your story will be peer evaluated again.

Stage 6: Correction based on the peer evaluation (Week of May 2)
Stage 7: Figures of speech and sophisticated words (Weeks of May 8 and 15)
You will try to include as many figures of speech (alliteration, onomatopoeia, oxymoron, asyndeton, personification, hyperbole, simile, metaphor…) and sophisticated words.

Stage 8: Third Peer evaluation and editing for grammar and spelling mistakes (Peer Evaluation 4 and 5) (Week of May 22)
Stage 9: Correction based on the peer evaluation and editing (Week of May 29)
Stage 10: Story illustration (Week of June 5)
Stage 11: FINAL DRAFT (Week of June 5) [The rubric that will be used is Peer Evaluation 5]
Stage 12: Story oral presentation (Week of June 12)

Characters (individuals in a story who assist in moving along the plot)
http://staff.bcc.edu/jalexand/102_literary_terms.htm 
· Hero: once-used reference to character with wholly-positive qualities 

· Villain: once-used reference to character with wholly-negative qualities 

· Protagonist: main character with whom the reader associates; individual who experiences the greatest struggles or conflicts 

· Antagonist: main character (person, animal, climate, etc.) who creates the conflicts with the protagonist 

· “static”: characters in a story who do not have the ability to change their beliefs or behaviors 

· “dynamic”: characters in a story who, because of experiences and events, have the ability to change their beliefs or behaviors, though they do not have to 
· Minor characters

Point of view (direction from which the story is told)

· Narrator / speaker: the one responsible for the telling of the story; not to be confused with author 

· 1st person, “I”: story told by a speaker about the self 

· 3rd person, “She / He”: story told by a speaker about a third party individual 

· Omniscient Narrator: A narrator who claims (unrealistically) to know the thoughts and feelings of all characters in a story; more likely to be found in science fiction or stories of fantasy 
· Limited Omniscient: narration of story about third person character in which the narrator is privy to intimate knowledge about the character’s thoughts and feelings 

· Dramatic / Objective: narration of story without implying any intimate knowledge of thoughts or feelings about any character 
Figurative Language
· Simile: comparing one thing to another using like or as.

· Metaphor: comparing one thing to another without using like or as (e.g.: you are a lion)

· Hyperbole: exaggeration to the point of the ridiculous 

· Oxymoron: using two terms together which have opposing or conflicting meanings 

· Personification: attributing lifelike qualities to something not human 

· Onomatopoeia: words which signify the sounds they represent (i.e. “bark”) 

· Alliteration: when a series of words begin with a similar sound 
· Asyndeton: series of action without and or but (e.g.: I came, I saw, I conquered)
References:

http://www.scholastic.ca/education/professional_resources/downloads/storymap.pdf 
http://teach.fcps.net/trt19/Elements%20of%20the%20Story.jpg 
http://www.flanaganhighschool.com/fcatstrat/week19.htm 
http://staff.bcc.edu/jalexand/102_literary_terms_files/image001.gif 
http://staff.bcc.edu/jalexand/102_literary_terms.htm 
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ESL- Middle School
Short Story Evaluation Rubric: 

Peer Evaluation 1 (Stage 2)
1. Introduction- Does the writer introduce at least 2-3 characters? Who are they?
________________________________________________________________

15 Points ________

2. Setting - Where and when does the story takes place? (Is this mentioned in the introduction/exposition?)

_____________________________________________________________

15 Points ________

3. Conflict- In one sentence state what the conflict of the story is.
________________________________________________________________

25 Points ________

4. Resolution- In one sentence state how the problem gets solved: what is the resolution of the story?

________________________________________________________________

15 Points ________
5. Progression of ideas- Do the ideas flow logically? Is the story coherent? Does it make sense? 
________________________________________________________________

20 Points ________
5. Level of interest- Is the story interesting and captivating? If not, what does it need to become so? 
________________________________________________________________

10 Points ________

Total (Over 100) ________________
Short Story Evaluation Rubric: 

Peer Evaluation 2 (Stage 2)
Characterization: 
_____ Advanced: Characters are strongly drawn, clearly separate and appropriately developed. The main character(s) are presented in multiple ways (appearance, action, thoughts, speech, etc.). They behave "within" their character. They have a past and a future. 
_____ Proficient: Characters are clear and reasonably developed. The main character(s) have identifiable characteristics. They may seem to lack a past or future. 
_____ In-Progress: Characters are unclear. They may be a little more than a name and a description or do not rise beyond stereotype. They may be unbelievably inconsistent, or there may not be enough information to form a judgment about them. 

Plot: 
_____ Advanced: What the conflict is in the story is clear and the importance of it to the characters is convincing. Actions produce new situations which produce new actions. The characters struggle with their problems in interesting and meaningful ways. The story has a satisfying and logical climax that is the culmination of the proceeding events. 
_____ Proficient: What the conflict is in the story is clear. The importance of the conflict to the characters may be fuzzy, although it is clearly important. Actions produce new situations which produce new actions. The characters struggle with their problems. The story has a climax that is the culmination of the proceeding events. 
_____ In-Progress: The conflict is unclear or absent. The conflict may be clear, but the importance of it to the characters is never communicated. There are no actions (the story is static), or the actions do not seem related to an identifiable conflict. The characters are passive and do not struggle. The story lacks a climax that is the culmination of the proceeding events. 

Setting, Narration and Exposition, and Appeals to the Senses: 
_____ Advanced: Where/when the story takes place is clearly drawn and have an impact on the story. The reader experiences the story through multiple appeals to several senses. An appropriate amount of the story is shown rather than told. 
_____ Proficient: Where/when the story takes place is clear. The story makes appeals to the senses. Some of the story is shown rather than told. 
_____ In Progress: Where/when the story takes place may be unclear or setting may be absent altogether. The story makes very limited or no appeals to the senses. Most of the story is told rather than shown. 

Overall: 
_____ Advanced: All the elements of the story work together in a successful way. The meaningfulness of the narrative is apparent, compelling and artful. 
_____ Proficient: The story is competently told. The meaningfulness of the narrative is apparent. 
_____ In-Progress: The elements of the story do not work together. The meaningfulness of the narrative is absent or confusing. 

Writer________________________         Reader/Evaluator_______________________

Short Story Evaluation Rubric: 

Peer Evaluation 3 (Stage 5)
Identification of the plot elements (Provide page numbers)
The story is divided according to the following plot elements: (Check what applies; circle what is missing)

· Exposition: introduction that includes the setting—time and place; introduces main characters; provides background information; sets scene; establishes potential for conflict (no action) => pages _____

· Rising point: the point at which the exposition ends and the first action begins. 
=> pages _____

· Complication or Rising events/action: a series of events that lead to the climax. Characters engage in conflicts; antagonism is heightened. => pages _____

· Climax: moment of greatest emotional intensity, the highest point in the story where there is the most suspense, turning point. => pages _____

· Falling events/action: immediate consequences of crisis, the events that bring the story to an end. => pages _____

· Resolution/Denouement: the conclusion that includes unraveling of tensions; most questions answered; characters left to deal with consequences of conflicts. (no action) 
=> pages _____

Short Story Evaluation Rubric: 

Peer Evaluation 4 (Stage 8)

Figures of speech and sophisticated words
The story includes a lot of meaningful figures of speech:

· Simile: comparing one thing to another using like or as.
Example: ___________________________________________________________

· Metaphor: comparing one thing to another without using like or as (e.g.: you are a lion)
Example: ___________________________________________________________

· Hyperbole: exaggeration to the point of the ridiculous 
Example: ___________________________________________________________
· Oxymoron: using two terms together which have opposing or conflicting meanings
Example: ___________________________________________________________ 

· Personification: attributing lifelike qualities to something not human 
Example: ___________________________________________________________
· Onomatopoeia: words which signify the sounds they represent (i.e. "bark"; "he clattered and clanged as he washed the dishes"; "splash"; "wow"; "boom!") 
Example: ___________________________________________________________
· Alliteration: when a series of words begin with a similar sound 
Example: ___________________________________________________________

· Asyndeton: series of action without and or but (e.g.: I came, I saw, I conquered)
Example: ___________________________________________________________
The story includes a lot of sophisticated words: (provide meanings)
· Word 1: ____________________________________________________________
Example: ___________________________________________________________
· Word 2: ____________________________________________________________
Example: ___________________________________________________________
· Word 3: ____________________________________________________________
Example: ___________________________________________________________
· Word 4: ____________________________________________________________
Example: ___________________________________________________________
· Word 5: ____________________________________________________________
Example: ___________________________________________________________

Short Story Evaluation Rubric: 

Peer Evaluation 5 (Stages 8 & 11)

Characterization: 
_____ Advanced: Characters are strongly drawn, clearly separate and appropriately developed. The main character(s) are presented in multiple ways (appearance, action, thoughts, speech, etc.). They behave "within" their character. They have a past and a future. 
_____ Proficient: Characters are clear and reasonably developed. The main character(s) have identifiable characteristics. They may seem to lack a past or future. 
_____ In-Progress: Characters are unclear. They may be a little more than a name and a description or do not rise beyond stereotype. They may be unbelievably inconsistent, or there may not be enough information to form a judgment about them. 

Plot: 
_____ Advanced: What the conflict is in the story is clear and the importance of it to the characters is convincing. Actions produce new situations which produce new actions. The characters struggle with their problems in interesting and meaningful ways. The story has a satisfying and logical climax that is the culmination of the proceeding events. 
_____ Proficient: What the conflict is in the story is clear. The importance of the conflict to the characters may be fuzzy, although it is clearly important. Actions produce new situations which produce new actions. The characters struggle with their problems. The story has a climax that is the culmination of the proceeding events. 
_____ In-Progress: The conflict is unclear or absent. The conflict may be clear, but the importance of it to the characters is never communicated. There are no actions (the story is static), or the actions do not seem related to an identifiable conflict. The characters are passive and do not struggle. The story lacks a climax that is the culmination of the proceeding events. 

Setting, Narration and Exposition, and Appeals to the Senses: 
_____ Advanced: Where/when the story takes place is clearly drawn and have an impact on the story. The reader experiences the story through multiple appeals to several senses. An appropriate amount of the story is shown rather than told. 
_____ Proficient: Where/when the story takes place is clear. The story makes appeals to the senses. Some of the story is shown rather than told. 
_____ In Progress: Where/when the story takes place may be unclear or setting may be absent altogether. The story makes very limited or no appeals to the senses. Most of the story is told rather than shown. 

Style (use of language): 
_____ Advanced: The style is appropriate to the story and heightens its effectiveness. It includes interesting and appropriate figurative language, diction and syntax. Sentences are varied in length and type. The relationships between the parts of the story are smoothly handled and clear. 
_____ Proficient: The style does not interfere with the understanding of the story. Writing is workmanlike and clear. The relationships between the parts of the story are clear. 
_____ In-Progress: The style interferes with the understanding of the story. Sentences need to be reread for meaning. Transitions are absent. The relationships between the parts of the story are unclear. 

Mechanics: 
_____ Advanced: The story has been closely proofread and contains few or no errors in punctuation, sentence structure, grammar, spelling, capitalization, etc. The manuscript is "clean" and in proper format. 
_____ Proficient: The story has been reasonably well proofread. There may be some errors, but they do not interfere with the understanding of the story. The manuscript is "clean" and in proper format. 
_____ In-Progress: The story shows little evidence of proofreading. Proofreading errors is pervasive and interferes with the understanding of the story. The manuscript is sloppy or not in proper format. 

Overall: 
_____ Advanced: All the elements of the story work together in a successful way. The meaningfulness of the narrative is apparent, compelling and artful. The story is very well illustrated.
_____ Proficient: The story is competently told. The meaningfulness of the narrative is apparent. The story is well illustrated.
_____ In-Progress: The elements of the story do not work together. The meaningfulness of the narrative is absent or confusing. The story is not well illustrated.

Writer________________________         Reader/Evaluator_______________________

References:
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http://student.plattsburgh.edu/webe8088/shortstoryreviewrubric.htm
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